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AAUW-NM Spring Convention Business Meeting II
Spring Convention ___________

April 29, 2012

_________Las Cruces, NM

1. 8:09 am Call to Order
Credentials Report—Carol Ann Council
1. 13 branch delegates present
2. 10 state delegates present
3. 1 National Guest
4. 9 branches represented
5. 30 in attendance
2. Minutes of Spring Convention 2011 Business Meetings: Sylvia Fink moved that the
minutes of the Business Meetings at the 2011 Spring Convention be approved. Nancy
Scheer seconded the motion. The vote was taken, and the motion passed.
3. Awards: Cas Mason announced that the following awards have been presented.
 Bonnie Eisenberg (Las Cruces) has been awarded the Grace Barker Wilson Award.
 The Marjorie Bell Chambers Ingenious Ideas Awards were awarded to Los Alamos and
Santa Fe.
4. Finance Report: Ruth Benjamins went over the finance report pointing out that expenditures
still to be disbursed this fiscal year include a $150 mini-grant voted on at Friday’s LTM and
$1,396.68 for the NCCWSL scholarships. As of April 1st we have $5,078.46 in checking, $3,083.20
in savings, and CD’s worth $5,813.84 for total assets of $13,975.50.
5. Program Report: Sheila Portillo and Karen Nelson submitted a written report that is in
convention booklets. They thanked branches hosting state meetings (Las Vegas, Las Cruces, West
Mesa, and Santa Fe) for making their job so easy.
Unfinished Business
6. Rocky Mountain Conference: This conference will be held in Phoenix, June 8-10. Information
and registration forms were on the table. A sign-up sheet for those interested was passed around.
These people were asked to stay for a short meeting after the business meeting. There are two
$150 travelships available with preference given to first time attendees. Mary Sandford will be
sending the application form to branch presidents as soon as possible. Applications are due May
15.
7. Membership Report: Helena Whyte highlighted a few points from her written report.
 New Mexico is the State Winner for the period of June 16-December 31, 2011 in the
Member-Get-A-Member Campaign with a 6.48% increase.
 The Grant County Branch was recognized for their success in recruitment. Carlsbad and
Santa Fe continue to grow. These branches were recognized at last night’s banquet.
 Helena urged members and branches to consider Give-A-Grad-A-Gift.
 Adelante! Book Club is open to all, and National is now accepting recommendations for
book selections.
8. Public Policy Report: Dixie Trebbe stressed the need to maintain and even increase the
number of people and commitment to the Lobby Corps. Dixie Trebbe moved that we adopt
the AAUW-NM 2012-2013 Public Policy Program as presented in the Convention
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Handbook. Marion Isidoro seconded the motion.

Natalie Markin moved that we strike the bullet under #2 about funding for “No Child
Left Behind” since New Mexico no longer operates under “No Child Left Behind”. Karyl
Lyne seconded the motion. The vote was taken, and the motion passed. The vote was taken on
the AAUW-NM Public Policy Program for 2012-2013, and it was adopted with the
amendment change.
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9. Budget Report: Ruth Benjamins discussed the Proposed AAUW-NM Budget for 2012-2013.
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She pointed out the following proposed revisions informally recommended by the Leadership
Team at their meeting on Friday ,April 27:
 Line item 13 will change to $180 due to changing Line item 13.2 GBW to $150.
 Line item 16 will change to $1575 due to changing Line item16.1 to $75.
 Line item 25 will change to $450 due to an addition error.
 The Total Expenditures proposed will change to $9,205 due to these other mentioned
changes.
Ruth Benjamins moved that the AAUW-NM Budget be approved as revised. The vote was
taken, and the motion passed.
10. Recognition of Branch Presidents and those officers continuing on the Leadership
Team: Mary and Shelley presented gifts and thank you notes to these people.
New Business
11. Nationally Mandated By-Law Changes: It was pointed out that By-Laws changes
mandated by National are due, and several branches have yet to make the changes. Branches
and the State should submit By-Laws to National without sending them to the AAUW governance
committee. Branches need to send their revisions to the State By-Laws Co-Chairs for review
before sending them to National (via connect@aauw.org).
12. Nina Thayer moved for adoption of the following signed resolution:
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Whereas AAUW-New Mexico’s public policy supports constitutional protection for the
rights of all individuals and
Whereas the Constitution of the State of New Mexico requires Senate confirmation of all
nominees for cabinet positions and
Whereas the nominee for Secretary of Education, Hanna Skandera, nominated by
Governor Martinez in January 2011 has served for 16 months without being granted a
confirmation hearing,
Be it resolved that AAUW-New Mexico strongly urges Senator Lopez, Chair of the
Senate Rules Committee, to schedule immediately a confirmation hearing for Dr.
Skandera. Nancy Scheer seconded the motion. Natalie Markin moved that we amend the
resolution proposed by Nina Thayer to read “to schedule and execute a confirmation
hearing for Dr. Skandera no later than the 2013 legislative session”. Sheila Portillo
seconded the motion. The vote was taken on the amendment, and the motion passed. Dixie
Trebbe moved that we strike Senator Lopez’s name from the motion. Sylvia Fink seconded
the motion. The vote was taken on the amendment, and the motion passed. The vote was then
taken on the amended motion for a signed resolution, which now reads:
Whereas AAUW-New Mexico’s public policy supports constitutional protection for the
rights of all individuals and
Whereas the Constitution of the State of New Mexico requires Senate confirmation of all
nominees for cabinet positions and
Whereas the nominee for Secretary of Education, Hanna Skandera, nominated by
Governor Martinez in January 2011 has served for 16 months without being granted a
confirmation hearing,
Be it resolved that AAUW-New Mexico strongly urges the Chair of the Senate Rules
Committee to schedule and execute a confirmation hearing for Dr. Skandera no later
than the 2013 legislative session. The motion passed.
13. Recognition for Legislators who support our Public Policy: It was suggested by Marion
Isidoro that AAUW-NM should thank the legislators who have continually supported our AAUW-NM
Public Policy. Roxanne Lara suggested that a committee be formed to look into appropriate ways
to accomplish this, with a precautionary note that they be cognizant of the importance of
maintaining our nonpartisan stance. Roxanne Lara agreed to lead the committee.
14. Branch Reports: Most branches submitted written reports (see attached). These
representatives from each branch commented on these reports.
 Sylvia Fink (Albuquerque)
 Norma Castaneda (Carlsbad)
 Adrienne Dare (Grant County)
 Deanise Marta (Las Cruces)
 Mary Schipper (Las Vegas)
 Natalie Markin (Los Alamos)
 Helena Whyte (Online)
 Portales-no report
 Enid Tidwell (Santa Fe)
 Socorro-written report only.
 Cheryl Klenner (West Mesa)
15. Call to Convention 2013: Norma Castaneda and Roxanne Lara invited AAUW-NM to hold its
2013 Spring Convention in Carlsbad. The theme and dates are yet to be determined.
16. Announcements:
 Kay Williams announced that $330 had been raised for AAUW Funds by the Lia Sophia
fundraiser with a possibility of more, as sales will be open throughout the rest of the
day.
 Karyl Lyne announced that the NCCWSL Scholarship recipients are Angelica Ruiz-OlivaCentral NM College, Reyna Caro-NMSU from Hagerman, and Flor Ogaz-NMSU from
Deming.
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The Summer LTM will be held July 21 in Los Alamos.
The Fall Workshop and LTM will be held in Albuquerque on October 20th.
Rocky Mountain Conference is June 8th-10th in Phoenix.

Carolyn Garfein, National AAUW President, was thanked again for her attendance and
participation in our convention.
Karyl Lyne received her gavel as the incoming AAUW-NM Co-President.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:39 am.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Nelson, substitute for Joy Poole, Recording Secretary

